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ABSTRACT: A number of theoretical texts from the 14th and 15th centuries discuss, either explicitly or implicitly, a special heightened sharpening, especially in cadential contexts and sometimes associated with a specific, narrow interval termed the 'chromatic semitone'. This article explores the phenomenon from Marchetto of Padua through to Tinctoris, and uses sound files to illustrate and critique some of the theoretical descriptions, as well as opening out the discussion to their implications for other polyphonic repertories of the period.
Submission received July 2005



Ronald Woodley

Research Department

University of Central England, Birmingham Conservatoire

Paradise Place

Birmingham B3 3HG

England

ronald.woodley@uce.ac.uk 
Copyright Statement 

Copyright © 2005 by the Society for Music Theory. All rights reserved. 

[1] Copyrights for individual items published in Music Theory Online (MTO) are held by their authors. Items appearing in MTO may be saved and stored in electronic or paper form, and may be shared among individuals for purposes of scholarly research or discussion, but may not be republished in any form, electronic or print, without prior, written permission from the author(s), and advance notification of the editors of MTO. 
[2] Any redistributed form of items published in MTO must include the following information in a form appropriate to the medium in which the items are to appear: 

This item appeared in Music Theory Online in [VOLUME #, ISSUE #] on [DAY/MONTH/YEAR]. It was authored by [FULL NAME, EMAIL ADDRESS], with whose written permission it is reprinted here. 

[3] Libraries may archive issues of MTO in electronic or paper form for public access so long as each issue is stored in its entirety, and no access fee is charged. Exceptions to these requirements must be approved in writing by the editors of MTO, who will act in accordance with the decisions of the Society for Music Theory. 

This document and all portions thereof are protected by U.S. and international copyright laws. Material contained herein may be copied and/or distributed for research purposes only. 

	Return to beginning of article


prepared by 
Brent Yorgason, Managing Editor 
Updated 19 May 2006 



























