
 

MTO 17.3 Examples: Osborn, Understanding Through-Composition 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.11.17.3/mto.11.17.3.osborn.php 

Example 1. Formal Design of The Beatles, “Happiness is a Warm Gun” (1968) 

 

 

Example 2. Four Through-Composed Types 

 

http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.11.17.3/mto.11.17.3.osborn.php


Example 3. Formal Design of Sleepy Eyes of Death, “Mean Time ‘Till Failure” (2007) 

 

Example 4. Two-chord Thematic Idea in Sleepy Eyes of Death, “Mean Time ‘Till Failure” (2007, 0:01) 

 
 

Example 5. Rhythm Section Groove in Sleepy Eyes of Death, “Mean Time ‘Till Failure” (2007, 0:01–
0:36) 

 



Example 6. Formal Design of Animal Collective, “Banshee Beat” (2005) 

 

 

Example 7. Structural Crescendo in Animal Collective, “Banshee Beat” (2005) 

 

 
 

Example 8. Glitching in The Books, “Tokyo” (2003, 1:26) 

 



Example 9. Formal Design of Mew, “Chinaberry Tree” (2005) 

 

 
 
 

Example 10a. Representative Grooves and Melodies of Groups I and II in Mew, “Chinaberry Tree” 
(2005) 
A Section Melody, 0:04 

 

 
 
 



Example 10b. Representative Grooves and Melodies of Groups I and II in Mew, “Chinaberry Tree” 
(2005) 
B Section Melody, 1:04 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 11. Formal Design of Sleepy Eyes of Death, “Pierce the Air” (2009) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 12. Pro Tools Screenshot of “Pierce the Air” 

 

 
 

Example 13. Formal Design of Drowningman, “Black Tie Knife Fight” (2000) 

 

 



Example 14. A Section of Drowningman, “Black Tie Knife Fight” (2000, 0:01) 

 

 



Example 15. Formal Design of Dillinger Escape Plan, “Sugar Coated Sour” (1999) 

 

 
Example 16. D Section of Dillinger Escape Plan, “Sugar Coated Sour” (1999, 0:53) 

 

 
 
 



Example 17. Formal Design of The Chariot, “Back to Back” (2007) 

 
 

  



Example 18. Intro and A Section of The Chariot, “Back to Back” (2007, 0:01) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 19. Formal Design of Emery, “In a Lose, Lose Situation” (2005) 

 

 
 
 

Example 20. Formal Design of Hopesfall, “Dead in Magazines” (2002) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 21. Two Independent Choruses in Hopesfall, “Dead in Magazines” (2002; 0:54, 1:29) 

a. Dark Chorus at 0:54 

 

b. Bright Chorus at 1:29 

 

 
 

Example 22. Formal Design of Radiohead, “2+2=5” (2003) 

 



Example 23. Intro and A section of Radiohead, “2+2=5” (2003, 0:01) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 24. Waveform Analysis of Radiohead, “2+2=5” (2003) 

 

 


