
 

MTO 17.3 Examples: Summach, The Structure, Function, and Genesis of the Prechorus 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.11.17.3/mto.11.17.3.summach.php 

Example 1. Mark Dinning, “Teen Angel” (1960) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.11.17.3/mto.11.17.3.summach.php


Example 2. Romantics, “Talking In Your Sleep” (1984) 

 
 
 
  



Example 3. Romantics, “Talking In Your Sleep” (1984) 
Kick Patterns 

 
 
 
 

Example 4. Three Principal Song Types 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 5. Roger Miller, “King of the Road” (1965) 

 
 
 
 

Example 6. Strophic Form With a Tail Refrain vs. Verse-Chorus Form 

 
 
 
 
Example 7. Everly Brothers, “Cathy’s Clown” (1960) 

 
 
 



Example 8. Common Patterns within the Module 

 

Example 9. Elvis Presley, “Hound Dog” (1956) 

 
 
 
 

Example 10. The Beatles, “I Want to Hold Your Hand” (1964) 

 
 
 
 



Example 11. Incidence of Sentential Modules among the Billboard Annual Top-20s: 1955-89 

 
 

Example 12. Bobby Darin, “Dream Lover” (1959) 

 
 
 

Example 13. Tears For Fears, “Everybody Wants to Rule the World” (1985) 

 
 
 



Example 14. Essential and Optional Features of the Sentence in Pop Music (adapted from BaileyShea 
2004) 

 
 
 
 

Example 15. Bobby Rydell, “Wild One” (1960) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 16. Incidence of Sentential Strophes in the Billboard Annual Top-20, 1959-64 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 17. Jimmy Gilmer and the Fireballs, “Sugar Shack” (1963) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 18. Monkees, “Last Train To Clarksville” (1966) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 19. Petula Clark, “Downtown” (1965) 

 



Example 20. Del Shannon, “Runaway” (1961) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 21. Del Shannon, “Runaway” (1961) 
Patterns Within the Parts of the Expanded Sentence 

 
 
  



Example 22. Del Shannon, “Runaway” (1961) 
The Expanded Sentence Cleaves Apart 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 23. The Young Rascals, “Good Lovin” (1966) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 24. Tommy James and the Shondells, “I Think We’re Alone Now” (1967) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 25. Blondie, “Call Me” (1980) 

 
 
 
 

Example 26. Incidence of Verse-Chorus Songs With and Without Prechorus in the Annual Top-20, 1955-
89 

 



 
Example 27. Median Length of Verse-Chorus Songs in the Annual Top-20, With and Without Prechorus, 
Per Five-Year Period 

 
 
 
 

Example 28. Sly and the Family Stone “Thank You Falettinme Be Mice Elf Agin” (1970) 

 
 
 
 

Example 29. John Denver, “Take Me Home, Country Roads” (1971) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 30. Chic, “Good Times” (1979) 

 
  



Example 31. Bee Gees, “Tragedy” (1979) 

 
 


