
 

MTO 22.1 Examples: Richards, Film Music Themes 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.16.22.1/mto.16.22.1.richards.php 
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Example 1. Types of Grammatical Theme as Determined by the Relationship between the 1st and 2nd Ideas, 
and 1st and 2nd Halves 

 



Example 2. Korngold, The Adventures of Robin Hood (1938), main theme 
From Winters 2007 (104) 

 

 

  



Example 3. Horner, Apollo 13 (1995), main theme 

 

  



Example 4. Rota, The Godfather (1972), Sicily theme 
From the second section of the end credits of the film 

 
 

  



Example 5. Rota, The Godfather (1972), main theme (waltz)  
From the fourth section of the end credits of the film 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 6. Morricone, Once Upon a Time in America (1984), main theme  
From Morricone 2004 (42) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 7. Herrmann, Citizen Kane (1941), breakfast montage theme 

 

 
 
 

Example 8. Lehman, Perfect Authentic Cadence Attribute Inventory 

 

 

 
 
 



Example 9. Steiner, Casablanca (1942), opening theme  
From Wegele 2014 (117) 

 

 
 



Example 10. Tiomkin, High Noon (1952), main theme 

 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 11. Goldsmith, Patton (1970), march 
From Karlin and Wright 2004 (218), where a partial transcription is given 

 

 
 



Example 12. Jarre, Lawrence of Arabia (1962), main theme 

 

 
 
 

Example 13. Hierarchy of Phrase Endings According to Syntactical Strength 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 14. Korngold, Captain Blood (1935), main theme  
From Kalinak 1992 (106), where a partial transcription is given 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 15. Williams, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (2004), main theme 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 16. Morricone, The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly (1966), main theme 

 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 17. Steiner, Gone with the Wind (1939), main theme (Tara’s theme)  
From American Film Institute 2005 (26) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 18. Williams, The Accidental Tourist (1988), main theme  
From Williams 1991 (160) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 19. Williams, The Empire Strikes Back (1980), Imperial March  
From Williams n.d. a (58–60) 

 



Example 20. Moross, The Big Country (1959), raid theme 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 21. Hageman, If I Were King (1938), main theme 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 22. Goldsmith, Under Fire (1983), main theme 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 23. Mancini, The Pink Panther (1963), main theme  
From American Film Institute 2005 (60–61) 

 

 
 



Example 24. Williams, Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981), main theme (Raiders march)  
From Williams n.d. b 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 25. Steiner, The Informer (1935), main theme 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 26. Jarre, Doctor Zhivago (1965), main theme (Lara’s theme) 

 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 27. Steiner, The Flame and the Arrow (1950), main theme 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 28. Rózsa, Ben-Hur (1959), Ben-Hur’s theme  
Melody from Hickman 2011 (96) 

 

 



Example 29. Relationship of A2 to A in Developing Themes 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 30. Williams, E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial (1982), main theme  
From Williams 1991 (60–61) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 31. Conti, The Right Stuff (1983), main theme 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 32. North, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (1966), main theme  
From Burt 1994 (34) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 33. Williams, Star Wars (1977), main theme 

 

 



Example 34. Morricone, The Mission (1986), Gabriel’s Oboe  
From American Film Institute 2005 (50–51) 

 

 
 



Example 35. Degree of Variation between A and A2 in Examples 30–34 

 

 
 
 

Example 36. Theme Category Frequencies across Entire Corpus 

 

 
 
 

Example 37. Theme Class Frequencies across Entire Corpus 

 

 



Example 38. Theme Type Frequencies across Entire Corpus 

 

 
 
 

Example 39. Theme Type Frequencies by Decade 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 40. Developing Periods, 1960–2015 

 

 
 
 



Example 41. Theme Category Frequencies by Decade 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example 42. Discursive and Motto Themes, 1990–2015 



 


