
MTO 23.1 Examples: Cook, Nature's Voice in Crumb's Idyll 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.17.23.1/mto.17.23.1.cook.php 

Table 1. Form of George Crumb, An Idyll for the Misbegotten 

Example 1. Crumb, Idyll, Quotation of Debussy’s Syrinx. Score copyright 1986 by C. F. Peters 
Corporation. Used by permission. Recording © 2015 Bridge Records, Inc. 
bridgerecords.com/pages/george-crumb. Used by permission. 

http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.17.23.1/mto.17.23.1.cook.php


Table 2. Quotation in Crumb’s Music, 1967–1985 



Table 2.  (continued) 



Example 2. Debussy, Syrinx, mm. 9–12. Performance by Jean-Pierre Rampal © 1962 Radiodiffusion-
Télévision Française. Used under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 
International license. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 



Example 3. Debussy, Syrinx, mm. 26–35 . Performance by Jean-Pierre Rampal © 1962 Radiodiffusion-
Télévision Française. Used under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 
International license. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 



Example 4. Crumb, Idyll, N and D figures in a’ section, 4.1–5.1, before rehearsal 2 

a. N figures, 4.1–4.3

b. D figures and motivic interaction with N



Example 5. Crumb, Idyll, a2 section, 5.1, rehearsal 3–5.3, rehearsal 5. Recording © 2015 Bridge Records, 
Inc. bridgerecords.com/pages/george-crumb. Used by permission. 



Example 6. Crumb, Idyll, a3 section, 6.1, rehearsal 6–7.1, before five-second pause, X1 and X2 figures. 
Recording © 2015 Bridge Records, Inc. bridgerecords.com/pages/george-crumb. Used by permission. 



Example 7. Crumb, Idyll, a’3 and a’2 sections, 10.3, before rehearsal 18–11.2, before five-second pause. 
Recording © 2015 Bridge Records, Inc. bridgerecords.com/pages/george-crumb. Used by permission. 



Example 8. Crumb, Idyll, b1 section and beginning of the regular pulse in the b2 section, 7.1, rehearsal 9–
7.3, after rehearsal 11. Score copyright 1986 by C. F. Peters Corporation. Used by permission. Recording 
© 2015 Bridge Records, Inc. bridgerecords.com/pages/george-crumb. Used by permission. 



Example 9. Crumb, Idyll, b3 section, 8.3, after rehearsal 13–9.1, before rehearsal 14 

a. Flute part. Recording © 2015 Bridge Records, Inc. bridgerecords.com/pages/george-crumb. Used by
permission. 

b. Sketch of Syrinx quotation (7.2, before rehearsal 10) compared to sketch of elaborations in b3 section

c. Wide [0, 1, 2] motives in b3 section



Example 10. Crumb, Idyll, b4 section, 9.1, rehearsal 14–10.2, before 13-second pause 
Recording © 2015 Bridge Records, Inc. bridgerecords.com/pages/george-crumb. Used by permission. 

a. First strain culminating in P motive, 9.1, rehearsal 14–9.2, before rehearsal 15.



b. Transpositions of P motive and return to original P in second through fourth strains, 9.3, after rehearsal 15–
10.2, before 13-second pause 




