
 

MTO 26.1 Examples: Chandler, “Octatonic” Voice Leading and Diatonic Function  

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.20.26.1/mto.20.26.1.chandler.html 

 
Example 1. Elgar, String Quartet op. 83, finale; principal cadences marked in bold 

 

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.20.26.1/mto.20.26.1.chandler.html


Example 2. Elgar, String Quartet op. 83, 3rd movement, 48:9–10 

 
 
 

Example 3. Octatonic poles, 48:9–10 

 



Example 4. 48:8–49:1, Kurthian Reading 

 
 
  



Example 5. Octatonic Pools, Diminished Spiders (ponticello interjection) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 6. Octatonic Pools, Diminished Spiders (exposition) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 7. Rehearsal figures -:1–2 

 
 
 
 

Example 8. Voice-leading reduction, -:1–38:4 

 
 
 
 

 



Example 9. Rehearsal figures 38:9–39:1 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 10. Voice-leading reduction, 38:4–39:1 

 
 
 
 

Example 11. Voice-leading reduction, 39:1–40:2 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 12. Voice-leading reduction, 43:1–44:1 

 
 
 
 

Example 13. Voice-leading reduction, 48:8–49:1 

 
 


