
 

MTO 16.1 Examples: Brasky, Extraordinary Function and the Half-Diminished Seventh in 
the Song of the Wood Dove 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.10.16.1/mto.10.16.1.brasky.html  

 
 

Example 1. Gurrelieder, measures 1086–1088 

a. piano arrangement (Berg) 

 

b. Voice-leading and functional implications of “Tauben von Gurre!”, measures 1086–1088 
 

 

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.10.16.1/mto.10.16.1.brasky.html


Example 2. 

a. Chromatic and diatonic half-diminished sevenths [based on Smith 1986, Table 2d] 

 

b. Alternative half-diminished seventh resolutions 

 

 
 
 
  



Example 3a. Richard Wagner, Parsifal, Act II [Rudolf Louis and Ludwig Thuille, Harmonielehre, 
2nd ed. (1908)] 

 
 
 
 

Example 3b. Johannes Brahms, Sechs Klavierstücke, Intermezzo in A minor (Op. 118/1), 
measures 31–end 

 
 
 
 
  



Figure 1. “Tauben von Gurre!” text with musical refrains 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 4. “Tauben von Gurre!” Episode I, measures 972–980 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 5a. “Tauben von Gurre!”, Refrain α, measures 959–967 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 5b. “Tauben von Gurre!”, Refrain β, measures 968–972 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 5c. Refrain 1, measures 957–968 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 6. Refrain 2, measures 1015–1023 

 
 
 
 

Example 7. Refrain 3, measures 1035–1039 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 8. Refrain 4, measures 1057–1065 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 9. Refrain 5, measures 1095–end 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 10. Harmonic organization of refrains 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 11a. Global Implications: Refrain 1 interpretations 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 11b. Global Implications: “Tauben von Gurre!”, middleground analytical sketch with 
functional designations 

 


