
 

MTO 28.1 Examples: Rahn, Was Mesopotamian Tuning Diatonic? 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)  
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.22.28.1/mto.22.28.1.rahn.html  

 
 

Example 1. Numbers and names of strings 

 
 
 
 

Example 2. Numbers and names of three- and four-string-step dichords 

 
 
 
 

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.22.28.1/mto.22.28.1.rahn.html


Example 3. La-zakû dichords in seven named tunings. For each tuning, C identifies the string 
that is to be changed to produce the next tuning, reading from top to bottom. 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 4. Acute, “great,” “star” heptagram 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 5. Realizing seven tunings “from scratch” 

 
 
 
 

Example 6. Waveforms of 11 pairs of simultaneous tones 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 7. Changes in roughness among 131 tone-pairs 

 
 
 
 
Example 8. Roughness and undulation near privileged ratios: 1/1, 2/1, 3/2, 5/3, 4/3, 5/4, and 6/5 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 9. Direction of fundamental frequencies from string 1 to string 7 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 10. Ratios of 55 pairs of ratios’ logarithms 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 11. Tuning “from scratch” with 4/3 and 3/2 and re-tuning by tightening 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 12. Re-tuning by loosening 

 


