
 

MTO 29.2 Examples: Tatar, Injury, Affirmation, and the  
Disability Masquerade in Ye’s “Through the Wire” 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)  
https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.23.29.2/mto.23.29.2.tatar.html  

 
 

 
Example 1. Front and back covers of Ye’s mixtape, Get Well Soon. . . (2002). “Through the Wire” 
is listed as track 5, where it is labeled “Through the Wire (Still Standing) feat. Chaka Khan/Elton 

John.” 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.23.29.2/mto.23.29.2.tatar.html


Example 2. Screenshots from the video clip for the 2003 version of “Through the Wire.” 
Timestamps for the images left-to-right down the collage: 0:02, 0:39, 0:45, 0:53, 1:40, and 2:34. 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Example 3. Formal outline of “Through the Wire.” As the 2002 and 2003 versions are 
structurally identical with one another, their respective formal sections can be indicated using a 

single timestamp (+/- approximately 1 second) 

 
 
 
 
Example 4. Lyrics of the first verse as excerpted in Audio Example 5, with changes between the 

two versions marked in bold 

 
 
 



Example 5. Transcription of Chaka Khan’s chorus as it appears in the opening measures of 
“Through the Wire.” Note that this excerpt is approximately four semitones higher than the 

original excerpt heard in Audio Example 12 

 
 


