
 

MTO 30.2 Examples: Geary, Formal Functions of Drum Patterns  
in Post-Millennial Pop Songs, 2012–2021 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)  
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.24.30.2/mto.24.30.2.geary.html   

 
Example 1. Standard rock and four-on-the-floor drum patterns, and drum notation key 

 
 

Example 2. The Beatles, “Day Tripper” (1966), verse 1 

 

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.24.30.2/mto.24.30.2.geary.html


 
Example 3. James Brown, “Super Bad” (1970), verse and bridge 

 
 
 
 

Example 4. Nirvana, “Smells Like Teen Spirit” (1991), cycle 1 

 
 
 
 
 

Example 5. Carrie Underwood, “Before He Cheats” (2005), cycle 1 

 
 
 
  



Example 6. Halsey, “Without Me” (2018), cycle 1 

 



 



Example 7. Number of drum patterns per song 

 
 
 

Example 8. Number of drum pattern changes per song 

 
 



Example 9. Average number of drum patterns and drum pattern changes per song by year 

 
 

Example 10. Number of sections per song 

 
 



Example 11. Drum layers 

 
 
 
 

Example 12. Ellie Goulding, “Lights” (2011), introduction to verse 1 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 13. Billie Eilish, “Bad Guy” (2019), introduction to chorus 1 

 
 
 

Example 14. Referential rhythms and other options 

 
 
 
 



Example 15. Ariana Grande, “Positions” (2020), verse 1 

 
 
 
 

Example 16. Ariana Grande, “Positions” (2020), chorus 1 

 
 
 
 

Example 17. Ed Sheeran and Justin Bieber, “I Don’t Care” (2019), prechorus 2 to chorus 2 

 
 
 
 

 



Example 18. Flo Rida, “Good Feeling” (2011), bridge to chorus 3 

 
 
 
 

Example 19. Marshmello, “Happier” (2018), verse 1 to chorus 1 

 
 
 
 

Example 20. Drum pattern changes 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 21. Cardi B, Bad Bunny, and J Balvin, “I Like It” (2018), verse 2 

 
 
 
 

Example 22. Post Malone, “Circles” (2019), choruses 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 23. Bazzi, “Mine” (2017), cycle 1 

 
 
 
 

Example 24. The Weeknd, “Can’t Feel My Face” (2015), cycle 1 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 25. Maroon 5, “Girls Like You (2018), cycle 1 

 
 
 
 

Example 26. Taylor Swift, “I Knew You Were Trouble” (2012), cycle 1 

 
 
 
 

Example 27. DJ Khaled, “No Brainer” (2018), cycle 1 

 
 



Example 28. Twenty One Pilots, “Ride” (2016), cycle 1 

 
 
 
 

Example 29. Dua Lipa, “Don’t Start Now” (2020), cycle 1 

 
 
 

Examples 30-32 are videos (online) 
 

  



Example 33. Drum pattern labeling system 

 
 


