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MTO 31.1 Examples: Marlowe and Lofthouse, Dreams Realized

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)
https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.25.31.1/mto.25.31.1.marlowe_lofthouse.html

Example 1. Langston Hughes, "Dream Variation” (1926)

Stanza 1

To fling my arms wide

In some place of the sun,

To whirl and to dance

Till the white day is done

Then rest at cool evening

Beneath a tall tree

While night comes on gently,
Dark like me—

That 1s my dream!

Stanza 2

To fling my arms wide

In the face of the sun,
Dance! Whirl! Whirl!
Till the quick day is done.
Rest at pale evening. ..

A tall, slim tree. ..

Night comes tenderly

Black like me.

Example 2. Florence Price, "My Dream” (1935), modifications to Hughes's text

Strophe 1

To fling wide my arms

In some place of the sun,

To whirl and to dance

Till the white day is done
Then rest at cool evening
Beneath a tall tree

While night comes on gently,
Dark like me.

Strophe 2

That is my dream! To fling my arms wide
In the face of the sun,

Dance! Whirl! Whirl!

Till the quick day is done.

Rest at pale evening. ..

A tall, slim tree. ..

Night comes tenderly

Black like me.


https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.25.31.1/mto.25.31.1.marlowe_lofthouse.html

Example 3. Florence Price, "My Dream,” annotated vocal score with piano reduction, mm. 3—end

Strophe 1
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Example 4. Margaret Bonds, “Dream Variation” (1959), text with form and phrase layout

Strophe 1

Piano Introduction

To fling my arms wide
In some place of the sun,

To whirl and to dance
Till the white day 1s done

Then rest at cool evening
Beneath a tall tree

While night comes on
gently,
Dark like me.

That is my dream!
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Strophe 2

(piano interlude)

To fling my arms wide
In the face of the sun,

Dance! Whirl! Whirl!
Till the quick day 1s
done.

Rest at pale evening. ..
A tall, slim tree. ..

Night coming tenderly
Black like me.

Night coming tenderly
Black like me.
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Example 5. Margaret Bonds, “Dream Variation,” annotated vocal score with piano reduction
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Example 6. Margaret Bonds, “Dream Variation,” durational emphasis and collection completion

measure: 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 13 14 F# pentatonic
Hat. o
ME” . I I - = I f pa—" E‘*M
.) b
wide sun dance done rest  evening tree me dream
[ |
F# pentatonic
measure: 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 C# major
Daft, 4
bl >y I | & I I
5 ; %i g E I i o
D)
wide sun whirl  done rest evening tall tree tenderly me tenderly me
L J Ef completes  E§ = mixture B# completes
F# pentatonic hexatonic or blue note C4 major
collection diatonic

Ct-Af collection



