
 

MTO 31.2 Examples: Gui Hwan Lee, Imaginary Folk Music 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)  
https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.25.31.2/mto.25.31.2.lee_gui_hwan.html   

 

 

 
Example 1. Ghost Leg 

 

 
 
 

 

https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.25.31.2/mto.25.31.2.lee_gui_hwan.html


Example 2. Ghost Leg to determine lunch menu 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 3. Ghost Leg as an overview of the cumulative intercultural analysis of Gougalōn 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 4. The six movements of the 2012 revision of Gougalōn (the approximate times in the far-
left column follow Chin’s suggestions in the same version) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 5. Mm. 1–11, Gougalōn V 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 



Example 6. Three phases of the cumulative process in Gougalōn V 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 7. Instances of the stably recurring melodies in Gougalōn V (mm. 70–72) 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 



Example 8. Ligeti’s “Cantabile, molto legato” theme 

 

 
 
Example 9. Third and last movement (“Thall”) of cosmigimmicks (mm. 1–9) 

 

(cosmigimmicks by Unsuk Chin © 2013 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) 

 
 
 

  



Example 10. Opening percussion-led ensemble and the entry of trombone ensemble as 
contrasting middle (mm. 1–3 and mm. 51–54 of Gougalōn III) 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 
 
 

  



Example 11. Ethnographic accounts of fortune-telling tools and rituals by Korean shamans (photos 
by the author) 

 

 
 
 



Example 12. Regularity versus irregularity in melody (top) and meter (bottom), mm. 1–8 of 
“Mudang” by Burge 

 

(Go-Hyang by David Burge © 2002 by C. F. Peters Corporation) (Variations on a Theme by Stefan Wolpe & Other 
Selected Piano Works © 2023 by Navona, Piano: Koeun Grace Lee) 



Example 13. Opening xylophone solo (mm. 1–9) of Gougalōn III 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 
 
 

  



Example 14. Mm. 1–21 from the opening percussion-led ensemble of Gougalōn III 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 
 
 

 



Example 15. Mm. 46–50, Gougalōn III (Trumpet, Percussion, Pianos, and Strings only) 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Example 16. Mm. 51–54, Gougalōn III 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 
 
 

  



Example 17. Ghost Leg as a detailed overview of the cumulative intercultural analysis of Gougalōn 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 18. Mm. 1–8, Gougalōn I 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 
 
 

Example 19. Mm. 1–8, Gougalōn I, in focus on metric contours, syncopes, and offbeats 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 
 
 

 



Example 20. Mm. 1–8, Gougalōn I, in focus on cascading melodic contours and implied pc-set 
class (016) 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 
 
 

  



Example 21. Mm. 16–27, Gougalōn I 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 



Example 22. Mm. 28–37, Gougalōn I (Vn I, Vn II, and Va only) 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–
2013 © 2013 by The Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York 
Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 
 
 

Example 23. Mm. 42–50, Gougalōn I 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 
 
 



Example 24. Mm. 51–59, Gougalōn I (Strings only) 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 

Example 25. Mm. 60–71, Gougalōn I (Strings only) 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 



Example 26. Mm. 84–89, Gougalōn I (Percussion and Pianos only) 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 
 

  



Example 27. Mm. 148–156, Gougalōn I 

 

(Gougalōn by Unsuk Chin © 2009 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.) (Contact! 2012–2013 © 2013 by The 
Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New York Inc., Orchestra: New York Philharmonic, Conductor: Alan Gilbert) 

 


